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Texas State Law

Commissioners Court

The Commissioners Court of a County shall provide safe and suitable 

jails for the County 
(Local Government Code: Title 11, Subtitle B, Chapter 351, Subchapter A) 

Texas Commission on Jail Standards

Established by the Texas Legislature in 1975 to implement state policy 

requiring all County Jails to conform to minimum standards of 

construction, maintenance, and operation 

Each County Jail must comply with the minimum standards of the 

Texas Commission on Jail Standards
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County Sheriff

The Sheriff of each County is the senior administrator of the 

County Jail

The Sheriff shall safely keep all prisoners committed to the jail by 

lawful authority, subject to an order of the proper Court

The Sheriff may appoint a Jailer to operate the jail and meet the needs 

of the prisoners, but the Sheriff shall continue to exercise supervision 

and control over the jail
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Administration

The County Sheriff of the County in which the jail is located shall serve 

as administrator of the jail

The Sheriff of a County shall perform the duties of the Jail 

Administrator position at any time there is not a person available who 

satisfies the examination requirements

The Jail Administrator position overseeing a County Jail must pass 

examination not later than the 180th day after assigned to that position

A person other than the Sheriff may not serve in the Jail Administrator 

position of a County unless examination requirement is satisfied


